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British Society for Middle Eastern Studies

From the Secretary! Tim Niblock
Dot of Politics
Uriversity of Exeter
CXETER EX4 4R

Tel: 0292-283168
Yelex; EXUNIV 42804 G

October 1986.
Dear Colleague,

I an writing t;> you to infora you of arrangements for the 1987 conference
of the British Society for Middle Fastorn Studiex (BRISMES), which is to be
held at the University of Exeter between July 12 and 15 (notice enclosed).

The Scciety ie most eager to eacoursage more scholars from Middle Eastern
universities and institutions to participate in its annual conferences and to
Zoin its mombership (application form eaclosed). We believe that the
furtherance of iateérchangs between 2ritich and Middle Eastern ncademics And
researchers would bring considerable benefit to both sides. -

The Society is& currently undergoing considerable development and now has,
wo bolieve, great potential to expand its activities and to play a zore forceful
role in the promotion of Middle East studies. Many new projects are under
discussion, including the establishament of & regular 3-monthly newsletter which
would contain information on forthcoming Middle East conferences in Britain
and abroad, job advertisements, reports on develcpments in Middle East studies
at different universitics, lists of books about to achieve publication ctec.

We feol confident that the 1987 conference will maintain the high level
of gpecialist interest achieved by the 1986 conference (held at the School of
Criental and African Studies, London). For the first time, we are seeking to
Zocue the conference around some central themes. These are:

1. ‘The dynamics cof identity in the Hiddle East
2. The nature of the state in the modern Middle East
3. The development of the study of Islamic philosophy

There will, however, be some gessions whose concorne are outeside of thece e
themen.

Az space in university mccommodntion ix limited, intending purticipunts
are advised to motify Paul Auchterlonie (see notice) now of their intention to
participate in the 1937 conference. Those who wish to pregent a paper should,
if possible, inform Mr. Auchterlonie of this before November 25, 1986.

On & different note, I a= enclosing a poster concerning & postgraduate
Middle Bast programme run by =y own university (Exeter). I would be most
pleased if this could be brought to the attention of any students who might
be interested.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerecly,

44\ NV 6lock

Tim Niblock
{Secretary, BRISMES)
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